[Chronic lymphocytic leukemia].
Chronic lymphocytic leukemia is the most frequent adult leukemia. Eighty per cent of the patients are asymptomatic at diagnosis and 30% of the patients will be never treated. The diagnosis is based on the blood smear examination and immunophenotyping by flow cytometry of blood lymphocytes. The first line option is immunochemotherapy in 90% of the patients without genetic abnormalities associated with chemo resistance. The use of new compounds targeting different pathways is more frequent especially in relapsing patients and could be an alternative to the chemotherapy in the future. Asymptomatic patients with a stable disease assessed by the specialist can be followed by the general practitioner with a blood count and clinical examination every six months or once a year.